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As most of you know, I submitted a pro- 
posal to the FCC agreeing to coordinate ama- 
teur radio operator examinations nationally 
using testing materials obtained by Volunteer 
Examiners from the commercial marketplace. 
These testing materials could be purchased 
from various neighborhood bookstores, at ham- 
fests or via mail order from such educators 
and publishers as the ARRL, AMECO Publish- 
ing Company, West Radio School, Bash Educa- 
tional Services, Wayne Green bookstore... and 
others. My VEC proposal went to the FCC 
during late May. 


The Commission accepted the proposal as 
written on June 8th and a Memorandum of 


Agreement (MOA) was jointly signed by my- 
self and Edward J. Mikel, FCC Managing 
Director. The MOA designates The W5YI 
Report as a Volunteer-Examiner Coordinator 
in all 13 call sign regions (1 through @ plus 
Alaska, Carribean and the Pacific) and 
defines the guidelines under which it must 
operate. Thus this newsletter becomes the 
first national VEC - (if indeed there is such a 
thing which the FCC says there isn't.) 


Basically these guidelines are: A VEC... 
(1.) ...must be organized (at least partially) to 
further amateur radio. 
(2.) ...must be at least regional in scope and 
capable of being a VEC. 
(3.) ...must register (for an examination) every 
qualified candidate without regard to race, 
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sex, religion, national origin or membership 
(or lack thereof) in any organization. 

(4.) ...must show that measures have been 
taken to preclude any possible conflict of 
interest. (Applies to radio equipment manu- 
facturers and dealers and publishers/distribu- 
tors of amateur radio operator license testing 
material.) 


REQUEST MADE TO OBTAIN TEST ANSWERS 


As soon as my VEC status was confirmed 
by the Commission, I filed a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request for the 
answers to the amateur radio operator test 
pool. At present, only AMECO has published 
the answers to the (actual) Technician/Gen- 
eral 500 question test pool. Up until this point 
the FCC has been willing to release the 
answers, but only if you go to Washington, 
D.C. to get them from their files. 1 want them 
to send them to me. 


My feeling was that this information 
should be quickly and widely released to any 
publisher that wants to issue license prepara- 
tion materials to the public... particularly 
testing materials. The number one problem in 
getting the Volunteer Examiner program off 
and running is the availability of amateur 


radio operator written examinations. While all 
of the questions are known, the answers are 
Multiple choice questions are especially 
I am concerned that there may be 


not. 
needed. 
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more than one right answer to many of the 
FCC's questions and I would prefer that all 
testing entities have the same correct answer. 


There is also a provision in the FOIA for 
a waiver or reduction of the search/copying 
fees when "furnishing the information can be 
considered as primarily benefiting the general 
public." Since the FCC has been having diffi- 
culty with their program to release the test- 
ing burden from their Field Operations Bureau 
to save taxpayers the cost of amateur opera- 
tor testing (estimated at $7.26 per test) there 
is no question that expeditious transfer of 
testing from the government to the private 
sector is in the public interest. I asked the 
FCC to consider this when assessing search/- 
copying fees. 


I also told the FCC in my FOIA request 
that I would not be publishing the material 
received myself. Instead I would be turning 
over the answers to the various amateur radio 
operator test pool questions to known pub- 
lishers, educators and VECs to be used in 
publishing license preparation manuals and 
(particularly) testing materials. 


The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) written tests that pilots (and other 
allied people) must take have questions and 
answers that are known and _commerically 
published. I see no reason why FCC amateur 
operator tests can not work in the same man- 
ner. Certainly operating a radio isn't as diffi- 
cult as flying an airplane. The FCC is already 
on record as stating that anyone that can 
memorize the answers to 500 different ques- 
tions would probably have the degree of skill 
needed to be an amateur radio operator. 


CONELICT OF INTEREST PROVISIONS.... 


I have received a number of inquiries 
questioning how could the FCC appoint The 
W5YI Report as a VEC - in view of the fact 
that I publish this newsletter and said in my 
proposal that I might distribute license prepa- 
ration material in the future. The answer to 
that lies in the final rules issued on "The Use 
of Volunteers to Prepare and Administer Ope- 
rator Examinations in the Amateur Radio Ser- 
vice," PR Docket 83-27. It was published in 
the Federal Register on October 6, 1983, 
pages 45652 through 45661 if you want to 
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read it at your local library. 


Basically, the FCC said that they will 
accept the VEC services of those with pub- 
lishing interests "upon a persuasive showing 
that preventative measures have been taken 
to preclude a possible conflict of interest." 
The FCC said such measures could include, 
but need not be limited to: 

(1.) creation of a subsidiary... to act as a 
VEC... 

(2.) strict prohibition of "cross-line" communi- 
cations, i.e. publishing and VEC employees 
have no contact with one another... (the 
ARRL said they would build a "chinese wall" 
between the two.) 

(3.) creation of separate management lines to 
assure maximum distance between publishing 
interests and VEC operations. 


My proposal provided for coordination of 
examinations using any widely available cred- 
ible license preparation and testing materials 
available in the commercial marketplace... i.e. 
purchased at local bookstores, via mail order 
or at hamfests. I said I would not be publish- 
ing license preparation materials myself al- 
though I might have them available for pur- 
chase. No one will be required to purchase 
them from me or anyone else. 


oapcape 


ARRL EMPLOYEES SEEK TO ORGANIZE.... 


Rumors are rampant that the ARRL 
headquarters personnel are in the process of 
organizing. Supposedly what got it all started 
was the Director's decision to reduce em- 
specifically, taking away 
the 4-day work week. Staffers were working 4 
ten hours days rather than 5 at eight hours. 
They considered the three day weekend an 
important benefit. I heard that sixty-seven 
(out of perhaps ninety-five) non-management 
League employees signed a letter-of-intent to 
unionize - about 75% A lawyer has been 
hired and a group formed called the ARRL 


Employees Council. 


The group is not affiliated with any 
known union instead electing to be a separate 
company bargaining unit. It was reported to 
me that the attorney sent a letter to the 
General Manager, Dave Sumner (K1ZZ) who 
refused to recognize the group until there 
was an official election. There have been 
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employee meetings and the State of Connecti- 
cut has been contacted. 


The state will supervise the election for 
the staff employees. My source said that it is 
anticipated that more people will side with 
the group than signed the original letter of 
intent. Only non-management employees were 
approached to sign the letter, but reportedly 
several department managers would have sign- 
ed the letter too had they been eligible. 


The ARRL Employee's Council plans to 
become an official bargaining unit and show 


that by strength in numbers they can accom- 
plish more collectively than they can indi- 
vidually. There are grievances other than the 


4-day work week loss but that is still the 


main issue. Some staffers feel that some fav- 
oritism has was shown by allowing some em- 
ployees to remain on the 4-day work week. 
Also reported were some problems with the 
educational reimbursement and health benefit 
programs. Even though the health plan pack- 
age has been improved somewhat, reportedly 
it is still lacking. 


Apparently personnel decisions by the 
League Directors (rather than the General 
Manager) are primarily the cause of the staff 
seeking the refuge of a bargaining group. It is 
also known that Membership Services Manager 
Hal Steinman, KIET, (who has announced his 
departure from the League) has indicated his 
unhappiness with the loss of the 4 day work 
week. I was told that other staff employees 
would be leaving too. Whether this is true or 
not, is unknown. 


I called Dave Sumner (K1ZZ), the 
League's General Manager last week to get 
his side of the story. Dave said that he was 
unaware that any organizing effort was of 
that magnitude. He said he has never heard of 
the ARRL Employees Council and "as of this 
moment" has seen no evidence of it. If there 
is anything going on, it will be conducted in 
accordance with Connecticut state labor law." 


Sumner said he had no information that 
more than half of the staff had intentions to 
join an employees bargaining group. "I have 
seen no firm evidence to that effect. There 
has been nothing presented to me that would 
bear out what you are saying." 
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LEAGUE DISCUSSES VOLUNTEER TESTING... 


Since I had Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, the 
League's General Manager on the phone, I 
decided to discuss the Volunteer Examiner 
program with him. 


Sumner said that under the existing reg- 
ulations, he could not see how my VEC ap- 
pointment was legal. He also expressed con- 
cern that I would be using "untrained exami- 
ners."" I asked Dave if the ARRL had obtained 
the actual answers to all of the FCC ques- 
tions in the amateur radio operator question 
pool. "Yes. We are working on multiple choice 
questions right now," he said. 


He also acknowledged that the League 
would be publishing the questions and exact 
answers in multiple choice format. "We intend 
to make the question pools for all of the clas- 
ses of examinations in multiple choice format 


available to everyone. We will consider our 


questions and multiple choice answers as be- 


ing in the public domain. Anyone can use 
them," he said. 


"We are looking for the best and fairest 
way to present each question. If anyone else 
comes up with a better approach to a partic- 
ular question, we would be anxious to adopt 
it. We are looking for a common pool of ques- 
tions and distractors that everyone can use. 
As far as the League is concerned the ques- 
tion pool not only includes the question, but 
the multiple choice answers complete with 
distractors (the wrong answers) as well." It 
was obvious that Sumner felt that the ARRL 
should set the test standards and was working 
in that direction. 


Dave also said that the ARRL Tech/Gen- 
eral Class multiple choice questions/answers 
would be available to existing VECs (including 
myself) in about 2 weeks (July 16th)... the 
Advanced/Extra Class versions about a month 
later. The League already has all of the ques- 
tions and answers from the Commission files. 
"] want to emphasize that as soon as we have 
a set of multiple choice questions and answers 
anyone can use them. We hope that everyone 
will use a common set." 


The League is releasing the FCC ama- 
teur operator questions and their multiple 


more than one right answer to many of the 
FCC's questions and I would prefer that all 
testing entities have the same correct answer. 


There is also a provision in the FOIA for 
a waiver or reduction of the search/copying 
fees when "furnishing the information can be 
considered as primarily benefiting the general 
public." Since the FCC has been having diffi- 
culty with their program to release the test- 
ing burden from their Field Operations Bureau 
to save taxpayers the cost of amateur opera- 
tor testing (estimated at $7.26 per test) there 
is no question that expeditious transfer of 
testing from the government to the private 
sector is in the public interest. I asked the 
FCC to consider this when assessing search/- 
copying fees. 


I also told the FCC in my FOIA request 
that I would not be publishing the material 
received myself. Instead I would be turning 
over the answers to the various amateur radio 
operator test pool questions to known pub- 
lishers, educators and VECs to be used in 
publishing license preparation manuals and 
(particularly) testing materials. 


The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) written tests that pilots (and other 
allied people) must take have questions and 
answers that are known and _commerically 
published. I see no reason why FCC amateur 
operator tests can not work in the same man- 
ner. Certainly operating a radio isn't as diffi- 
cult as flying an airplane. The FCC is already 
on record as stating that anyone that can 
memorize the answers to 500 different ques- 
tions would probably have the degree of skill 
needed to be an amateur radio operator. 


CONFLICT OF INTEREST PROVISIONS... 


I have received a number of inquiries 
questioning how could the FCC appoint The 
W5YI Report as a VEC - in view of the fact 
that I publish this newsletter and said in my 
proposal that I might distribute license prepa- 
ration material in the future. The answer to 
that lies in the final rules issued on "The Use 
of Volunteers to Prepare and Administer Ope- 
rator Examinations in the Amateur Radio Ser- 
vice," PR Docket 83-27. It was published in 
the Federal Register on October 6, 1983, 
pages 45652 through 45661 if you want to 
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read it at your local library. 


Basically, the FCC said that they will 
accept the VEC services of those with pub- 
lishing interests "upon a persuasive showing 
that preventative measures have been taken 
to preclude a possible conflict of interest." 
The FCC said such measures could include, 
but need not be limited to: 

(1.) creation of a subsidiary... to act as a 
VECs. 

(2.) strict prohibition of "cross-line" communi- 
cations, i.e. publishing and VEC employees 
have no contact with one another... (the 
ARRL said they would build a "chinese wall" 
between the two.) 

(3.) creation of separate management lines to 
assure maximum distance between publishing 
interests and VEC operations. 


My proposal! provided for coordination of 
examinations using any widely available cred- 
ible license preparation and testing materials 
available in the commercial marketplace... i.e. 
purchased at local bookstores, via mail order 
or at hamfests. I said I would not be publish- 
ing license preparation materials myself al- 
though I might have them available for pur- 
chase. No one will be required to purchase 
them from me or anyone else. 
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ARRL EMPLOYEES SEEK TQ ORGANIZE... 


Rumors are rampant that the ARRL 
headquarters personnel are in the process of 
organizing. Supposedly what got it all started 
was the Director's decision to reduce em- 
specifically, taking away 
the 4-day work week. Staffers were working 4 
ten hours days rather than 5 at eight hours. 
They considered the three day weekend an 
important benefit. I heard that sixty-seven 
(out of perhaps ninety-five) non-management 
League employees signed a letter-of-intent to 
unionize - about 75% A lawyer has been 
hired and a group formed called the ARRL 


Employees Council. 


The group is not affiliated with any 
known union instead electing to be a separate 
company bargaining unit. It was reported to 
me that the attorney sent a letter to the 
General Manager, Dave Sumner (K1ZZ) who 
refused to recognize the group until there 
was an official election. There have been 


Want the FCC Question Pool? 


= |WSYI REPORT ae 
oy eeeeoe July 1, 1984 

e) 
c = due by September 14, 1984. Special authoriza- UBAN A.M. RADIO SERVICE TO DEBUT 
BoE tion was given to AMRAD, the Amateur Radio 
o< © Research and Development Corporation, some America's AM broadcasters are wonder- 
Oe time ago to conduct spread spectrum experi- ing which frequencies will be rendered useless 
rl as ments in 50-54, 144-148 and 220-225 MHz ham | by Cuba's Fidel Castro. While U.S. AM radio 
ieee bands. stations are limited by the FCC to 50,000 
alo a watts, Cuba has a couple of "big guns" 
BIB 0 eOn June 15th the U.S. Senate confirmed | (500,000 watters) ready to begin operating 
‘Es FCC Commissioner James H Quello's nomina- | once the Voice of America's "Radio Marti" 
oro tion for a new seven year term expiring June | begins broadcasting uncensored information 
rs SO se Quello, who is 70 years old now, has about Cuba to its citizens from Key West, 
a been FCC Commissioner for the past ten Florida. 
ae years. Like the majority of the Commission, 


he said he supported the competitive market- 
lace over government regulation. 


@Business band user groups are opposed to 
the Commission's proposal to eliminate the 
restrictions on permissible types of transmis- 
sions allowed in the Land Mobile Service. 
They are particularly concerned about advert- 
ising and personal communications taking up 
valuable air time on the limited spectrum. 


elt appears that Congressional considera- 
tion of home videotaping legislation is over 
for this year. Rep. Kastenmeier (D, WI) said 
he was dropping his subcommittee's considera- 
tion of measures that could have led to royal- 
ty payments and higher cost VCRs and re- 
cording tape. 
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Contains the FCC Study Guide and 


ham classes (including 200 Novice, 
400 Extra-Class verbatim questions.) Cost: 


@Over-the-air broadcasters are up in arms 
over an FCC decision to allow marketing of 
two-channel television sets. They contend it 
violates the MMcgharne Receiver Act of 
1962. The Commission voted 3-2 to allow mar- 
keting of a Japanese TV receiver which re- 
ceives only channel 3 and 4 It is designed to 
receive all channels of a cable system using a 
converter. Since it doesn't have the capability 
to hook into an antenna, the FCC said it 
wasn't really a broadcast television set and 
therefore not subject to the All-Channel 
Receiver rules! 


eTraveler's Information Service, the 
2-watt road information AM public broadcast 
service at 530 and 1600 kHz, may be getting 
commercial advertising. An equipment manu- 
facturer has petitioned the FCC to allow pre- 
recorded messages from gasoline, food and 
hotel firms operating within the transmission 
reception area. Comments close June 30th. 


(Mailed within 24 hours!) 


The purpose of "Marti" is to break the 
Cuban government's monopoly on Cuban news 
in that country. The broadcasts are part of 
the adminisration's controversial Latin Ameri- 
can policy. It may break some U.S. AM sta- 
tions at the same time. 


The VOA's "Cuba Service" debut on 1040 
kHz isn't long off... probably within the next 
90 days. Congress has authorized $5 million in 
compensation to U.S. radio stations that fall 
victim to Cuban interference. The pool is not 
nearly large enough. The NAB says the overall 
costs could run to $50 or $60 million annually. 
They want the U.S. government to negotiate 
with the Cubans to reduce potential damage 
to AM broadcasters. 


Last month President Reagan nominated 
a Cuban-American businessman, Jorge L. Mas, 
as "Radio Marti's" chairman. If Castro doesn't 
like what he hears from Marti, expect that he 
will blow a couple of holes in the AM broad- 
cast band. We'll have interference like you 
couldn't imagine possible! Havana will be 
heard all over the United States with some 
250 AM radio stations affected. 


cap cape 


IN-HOME MOVIE _ DELIVERY CLOSED DOWN 


ABC will close down their "TeleFirst" 
venture - a late night direct to VCR movie 
recording service - on June 30th. It cost them 
$15 million in the last six months to find out 
that consumers preferred to rent videocas- 
sette movies rather than automatically down- 
load them while they slept. ABC's Chicago 
test indicated that Telefirst's main reasons 
for existence - low price and convenience - 
disappeared when VCR_ rental operations 
appeared everywhere and prices dropped dras- 
tically.... some to as low as 99 cents! 


employee meetings and the State of Connecti- 
cut has been contacted. 


The state will supervise the election for 
the staff employees. My source said that it is 
anticipated that more people will side with 
the group than signed the original letter of 
intent. Only non-management employees were 
approached to sign the letter, but reportedly 
several department managers would have sign- 
ed the letter too had they been eligible. 


The ARRL Employee's Council plans to 
become an official bargaining unit and show 


that by strength in numbers they can accom- 
plish more collectively than they can indi- 
vidually. There are grievances other than the 


4-day work week loss but that _is still the 


main issue. Some staffers feel that some fav- 
oritism has was shown by allowing some em- 
ployees to remain on the 4-day work week. 
Also reported were some problems with the 
educational reimbursement and health benefit 
programs. Even though the health plan pack- 
age has been improved somewhat, reportedly 
it is still lacking. 


Apparently personnel decisions by the 
League Directors (rather than the General 
Manager) are primarily the cause of the staff 
seeking the refuge of a bargaining group. It is 
also known that Membership Services Manager 
Hal Steinman, KIET, (who has announced his 
departure from the League) has indicated his 
unhappiness with the loss of the 4 day work 
week. I was told that other staff employees 
would be leaving too. Whether this is true or 
not, is unknown. 


I called Dave Sumner (K1ZZ), the 
League's General Manager last week to get 
his side of the story. Dave said that he was 
unaware that any organizing effort was of 
that magnitude. He said he has never heard of 
the ARRL Employees Council and "as of this 
moment" has seen no evidence of it. If there 
is anything going on, it will be conducted in 
accordance with Connecticut state labor law." 


Sumner said he had no information that 
more than half of the staff had intentions to 
join an employees bargaining group. "I have 
seen no firm evidence to that effect. There 
has been nothing presented to me that would 
bear out what you are saying." 
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AGUE DISCUSSES VOLUNTEER TESTING.... 


Since I had Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, the 
League's General Manager on the phone, I 
decided to discuss the Volunteer Examiner 
program with him. 


Sumner said that under the existing reg- 
ulations, he could not see how my VEC ap- 
pointment was legal. He also expressed con- 
cern that I would be using "untrained exami- 
ners."" I asked Dave if the ARRL had obtained 
the actual answers to all of the FCC ques- 
tions in the amateur radio operator question 
pool. "Yes. We are working on multiple choice 
questions right now," he said. 


He also acknowledged that the League 
would be publishing the questions and exact 
answers in multiple choice format. "We intend 
to make the question pools for all of the clas- 
ses of examinations in multiple choice format 


available to everyone. We will consider our 


questions and multiple choice answers as be- 


ing in the public domain. Anyone can use 
them," he said. 


"We are looking for the best and fairest 
way to present each question. If anyone else 
comes up with a better approach to a partic- 
ular question, we would be anxious to adopt 
it. We are looking for a common pool of ques- 
tions and distractors that everyone can use. 
As far as the League is concerned the ques- 
tion pool not only includes the question, but 
the multiple choice answers complete with 
distractors (the wrong answers) as well." It 
was obvious that Sumner felt that the ARRL 
should set the test standards and was working 
in that direction. 


Dave also said that the ARRL Tech/Gen- 
eral Class multiple choice questions/answers 
would be available to existing VECs (including 
myself) in about 2 weeks (July 16th)... the 
Advanced/Extra Class versions about a month 
later. The League already has ail of the ques- 
tions and answers from the Commission files. 
"I want to emphasize that as soon as we have 
a set of multiple choice questions and answers 


anyone can use them. We hope that everyone 
will use a common set." 


The League is releasing the FCC ama- 
teur operator questions and their multiple 


choice answers in the interest of test stan- 
dardization due to their concern that some of 
the questions have more than_one right an- 
swer. Sumner confirmed that the League will 
be coordinating ham examinations using their 
published questions and known multiple choice 


answers. He strongly felt that the FCC should 


have done this. 


Thus taking future amateur radio opera- 
tor tests will be similar to passing the written 
portion of a state's automobile driving exami- 
nation where you simply review the questions 
and answers in an available booklet and an- 
-swer those specified by the examiner. 


In response to my question as to whether 
the League would be coordinating examina- 
tions using other than ARRL published license 
preparation materials, Dave said, "Let's put it 
this way, we will use the best available ma- 
terial. We will be supplying the questions to 
the Volunteer Examiners." 


Sumner also said he was concerned that 
the Commission was not screening VEC appli- 
cants - instead pretty much electing to ap- 
point anyone that volunteers. At least one 
VEC is in the process of being discredited. 
VEC Region IV, Inc. (Knoxville, Tennessee) 
has failed to return their signed Memorandum 
of Agreement. The Commission has given them 
five days to respond otherwise their VEC 
appointment will be cancelled. (Actually it 
appears they never were a VEC since in order 
to be one you must enter into an agreement 
with the FCC.) Sumner also said he felt that 
the FCC erred in releasing names of VECs 
before the MOA is signed. 


I asked Dave about reports from other 
VECs that there has been a lack of support in 
their attempt to coordinate examinations. "I 
think the problem has been that people have 
been looking for more support than we have 
been able to provide at a given time. We have 
always intended to cooperate, but we can't 
devote resources to getting others up and 
running. I think what they are sensing is not a 
lack of cooperation but rather a desire on our 
part to keep our eye on our ultimate objec- 
tive which is to have a program that will 
serve all of amateur radio in all thirteen re- 
gions. We are under a lot of strain to have 

_ everything ready by the September first start- 
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up date." 


About failure to release names of ARRL 
volunteer examiners... "It is true that we will 
not release the names of the people who have 
volunteered for the ARRL program directly to 
other VECs." I was told, however, that the 
West Gulf ARRL Director, Ray Wangler, 
W5EDZ, would be contacting existing League 
PVEs and telling them to contact the Dallas 
Amateur Radio Club (the 5th call district 
VEC) if they wanted to participate in the vol- 
unteer examining program before the ARRL 
was ready. "This position is entirely appro- 
priate and a model for others...." Dave said. A 
PVE (a new term to me) is a Potential Volun- 
teer Examiner. 


About reimbursement of testing expen- 
ses.... "I don't expect any surprises (from the 
FCC). I think the Commission will adopt the 
rules pretty much along the lines they pro- 
posed." Sumner stated he feels the FCC will 
leave apportionment of out-of-pocket expen- 
ses up to the individual VEC. "Our plan at 
this point is that we will operate in a way 
that will minimize the expense of Volunteer 
Examiners. They won't have any direct out- 
of-pocket expenses. We will pick up all of the 
printing, postage and related expenses." 


League VEs will not be compensated. It 
also appears that the League will charge the 


full $4.00 fee allowed by the Legislation. "We 
are not going to compute the cost of the pro- 
gram on an individual test session basis. At 
this point, we believe the cost of administer- 
ing the program will be at least four dollars." 
Dave said that VEs will be required to submit 
a check to give the examinations when they 
submit applications (Form 610s) to give tests. 
",,.just like it was done in the old days when 
the FCC had a license fee." The checks will 
be payable to the ARRL. 


CABLE TV TO REMAIN ON HAM SPECTRUM 


The Commission has denied a League 
petition to eject cable television (CATV) from 
Amateur Radio frequencies - particularly ca- 
ble channel "E" which interferes with 2-meter 
amateur operation. It took some two and a 
half years to get an FCC ruling on the mea- 
sure submitted by the ARRL in January of 
19 82. 


MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU THAT SUBMITTED OR OTHERWISE CONTRIBUTE 
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It appeared for a while that the National 
Cable Television Association (NCTA) would 
work in harmony with the ARRL on a possible 
solution or policy statement but this turned 
out to be nothing more than a stalling tactic. 
The League then moved for expedited action 
on RM-4040 last year stating that the prob- 
lem was as acute now as it was in 1982. 


"It is time that the Commission took 
some action to eliminate this incompatibility 
by restricting use of amateur frequencies by 
those 'closed' system users who have demon- 
strated a marked inability to maintain system 
integrity," the League said in their action. 
"Such interference", it claimed, "is a direct 
result of cable TV systems using inadequate 
shielding, low-quality components, poor cable 
installation and inadequate maintenance." 


To help clarify the responsibilities of 
cable operators, the Commission pointed out 
that if signal leakage from a Cable TV system 
merely "breaks the squelch" of an Amateur 
receiver in the scanning mode, a_ violation 
does not exist unless it can be shown that the 
leakage levels exceed the limits specified in 
Section 76.605(a)(12) of the rules. 


"However, harmful interference clearly 
exists," the FCC wrote in their June 15th 
opinion, "if, for example, cable signal leakage 
interferes with a local Amateur radio repeat- 
er station and its users' communications. In 
such an instance, the cable operator is obliga- 
ted to use all his resources in cooperating 
with the Amateur radio operator to eliminate 


the interference, regardless of the leakage 


level." 


"Unless cable TV operators make diligent 
efforts to resolve interference, the Commis- 
sion will have no choice but to levy fines for 
violations." The FCC said that while cable TV 
operators are to be held responsible for harm- 
ful interference, "the relief sought by the 
ARRL is excessive" adding that "these ser- 
vices can coexist if they make a concerted 
effort to resolve interference problems." One 
cable operator had commented that the ARRL 
proposal was "a classic case of unjustified 


overkill." 


In apparent contradiction to an October 
1983 statement by the ARRL, the FCC noted 
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that since the petition had been filed, the 
National Cable Television Association and the 
League have made a commitment to such an 
effort thus further eliminating any need to 
prohibit cable TV operation on Amateur fre- 
quencies. 

(Unanimous action by FCC, June 15, 1984, by 
Memorandum Opinion & Order, FCC 84-283) 
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EC_INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM F 


On June 2lst we received instructions 
and Amateur Radio Operator examination de- 
signs to be used in Element 3 (Tech/General), 
Element 4A (Advanced) and Element 4B (Extra 
Class) testing. Each set of questions consists 
of three different versions keyed to the 
known FCC question pool. 


ACCREDITING VOLUNTEER _EXAMINERS.... 


I was instructed to make known that I 
am recruiting and accrediting volunteer exam- 
iners (VEs) nationwide, since my VEC duties 
extend to all thirteen areas. Only Extra Class 
amateurs will be certified as VEs. An applica- 
tion form is not necessary... To become a Vol- 
unteer Examiner you simply must write me a 
short note stating: 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class 
amateur radio operator and wish to be a Vol- 
unteer Examiner. I have never had my ama- 
teur station or operator license revoked or 
suspended.- I do not own a significant interest 
nor am an employee of any company or entity 
engaged in making, preparing or distributing 
amateur radio equipment or license prepara- 
tion materials. My age is at least 18 years 
old." 


Enclose a photocopy of your amateur li- 
cense and an accreditation card will be sent 
you at no cost providing you include an SASE. 
You will be assigned an ID number. (A certif- 
icate suitable for framing is available for 


$1.00 but it is not necessary that you have 
this to be a VE.) 


As soon as multiple choice testing ma- 
terials are available in the commercial mar- 


ketplace, teams of three Volunteer Examiners 
may begin administering tests. There is no 
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choice answers in the interest of test stan- 
dardization due to their concern that some of 
the questions have more than _one right an- 
swer. Sumner confirmed that the League will 
be coordinating ham examinations using their 
published questions and known multiple choice 


answers. He strongly felt that the FCC should 


have done this. 


Thus taking future amateur radio opera- 
tor tests will be similar to passing the written 
portion of a state's automobile driving exami- 
nation where you simply review the questions 
and answers in an available booklet and an- 
swer those specified by the examiner. 


In response to my question as to whether 
the League would be coordinating examina- 
tions using other than ARRL published license 
preparation materials, Dave said, "Let's put it 
this way, we will use the best available ma- 
terial. We will be supplying the questions to 
the Volunteer Examiners." 


Sumner also said he was concerned that 
the Commission was not screening VEC appli- 
cants - instead pretty much electing to ap- 
point anyone that volunteers. At least one 
VEC is in the process of being discredited. 
VEC Region IV, Inc. (Knoxville, Tennessee) 
has failed to return their signed Memorandum 
of Agreement. The Commission has given them 
five days to respond otherwise their VEC 
appointment will be cancelled. (Actually it 
appears they never were a VEC since in order 
to be one you must enter into an agreement 
with the FCC.) Sumner also said he felt that 
the FCC erred in releasing names of VECs 
before the MOA is signed. 


I asked Dave about reports from other 
VECs that there has been a lack of support in 
their attempt to coordinate examinations. "I 
think the problem has been that people have 
been looking for more support than we have 
been able to provide at a given time. We have 
always intended to cooperate, but we can't 
devote resources to getting others up and 
running. I think what they are sensing is not a 
lack of cooperation but rather a desire on our 
part to keep our eye on our ultimate objec- 
tive which is to have a program that will 
serve all of amateur radio in all thirteen re- 
gions. We are under a lot of strain to have 
everything ready by the September first start- 


Page #4 


July 1, 1984 


up date." 


About failure to release names of ARRL 
volunteer examiners... "It is true that we will 
not release the names of the people who have 
volunteered for the ARRL program directly to 
other VECs." I was told, however, that the 
West Gulf ARRL Director, Ray Wangler, 
W5EDZ, would be contacting existing League 
PVEs and telling them to contact the Dallas 
Amateur Radio Club (the 5th call district 
VEC) if they wanted to participate in the vol- 
unteer examining program before the ARRL 
was ready. "This position is entirely appro- 
priate and a model for others...." Dave said. A 
PVE (a new term to me) is a Potential Volun- 
teer Examiner. 


About reimbursement of testing expen- 
ses.... "I don't expect any surprises (from the 
FCC). I think the Commission will adopt the 
rules pretty much along the lines they pro- 
posed." Sumner stated he feels the FCC will 
leave apportionment of out-of-pocket expen- 
ses up to the individual VEC. "Our plan at 
this point is that we will operate in a way 
that will minimize the expense of Volunteer 
Examiners. They won't have any direct out- 
of-pocket expenses. We will pick up all of the 
printing, postage and related expenses." 


League VEs will not be compensated. It 
also appears that the League will charge the 


full $4.00 fee allowed by the Legislation. "We 
are not going to compute the cost of the pro- 
gram on an individual test session basis. At 
this point, we believe the cost of administer- 
ing the program will be at least four dollars." 
Dave said that VEs will be required to submit 
a check to give the examinations when they 
submit applications (Form 610s) to give tests. 
".,.just like it was done in the old days when 
the FCC had a license fee." The checks will 
be payable to the ARRL. 
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CABLE TV TO REMAIN ON HAM_ SPECTRUM 


The Commission has denied a League 


petition to eject cable television (CATV) from 
Amateur Radio frequencies - particularly ca- 
ble channel "E" which interferes with 2-meter 
amateur operation. It took some two and a 
half years to get an FCC ruling on the mea- 
sure submitted by the ARRL in January of 
19 82. 


d in. this 
WBS5TSS, 


KC7YN, 


3 


You news assistance, 


3 has a recorder on it 24 hours a day with no cut-off timing) leads, tips, inside 
FOR_A_2-STAMP SASE. 


WB6éNOA 


b 


CRRL 


FCC administrative offices - and others that wish to remain anonymous. 


, phone calls (214-690-106 


OF THIS NEWSLETTER SENT TO ANYONE 


N5GAR, ARRL, WA6ITF, VE3CDC, 


W5TVN, WA@ZQG, CARF, 
REE_ SAMPLE 


h appreciated. F 


WZORE - man 


Among these were: K9XI]I, 
are solicited and very muc 


Wellington, Ohio 


MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU THAT SUBMITTED OR OTHERWISE CONTRIBUTED editoral or research material use 


clippings, club bulletins 


WA2LQQ, K1ZZ, 


issue! 
into. 


WS5YI REPORT..... 


Tokyo, Japan July 28 (Testing: 8/25) 


process" rather than before the full Commis- . 


sion. The circulation process is a system 
whereby each Commissioner approves the 
action individually at their office rather than 
before an open meeting. 


@There is also a Petition for Reconsidera- 
tion in the power measurement matter that is 
up for Commission action. A group called 
SPAM - Society for the Promotion of Ampli- 
tude Modulation is concerned that the change 
in Amateur Radio Service transmitter power 
measurement has caused a de facto reduction 
in double side band power. 


@®The FCC also denied an ARRL request 
to allow League employees on duty to operate 
amateur radio. Employees are permitted to 
broadcast code practice and bulletins during 
regular working hours but the paid staff con- 
tinues to be prohibited (per Part 97.112) 
from routine QSOs and the like while on the 
payroll. 


@According to Ray Kowalski, Chief of the 
FCC's Special Services Devision, the VEC 


Expense Reimbursement ruling is scheduled to 


be on a Commission agenda meeting sometime 
in July. The effective date of any allowed 
expense recoupment is not known at this time. 
There are also various Petitions for Consider- 


ation that will be dealt with at the same time 


suggesting several changes in the volunteer 
examining program. 


@A Third Party Agreement has _ been 
signed between the U.S. and Belize (prefix V3) 


allowing third party messages to be passed 
between the two countries effective June 
22nd. Belize was previously known as the 
Central American nation of British Honduras. 


eAmateurs that wish to take an Amateur 


Radio examination in the Cincinnati area 


should mail a completed Form 610 to: Frank 
G. Deak (AF4Y), 30 Misty Creek Drive, 
Erlanger, KY 41018, prior to June 30th. The 
actual testing to take place on July 28th will 


be coordinated by the Dayton Amateur Radio 
Association, 


the 8th call area VEC. Other 
scheduled examination sessions.... 

Place Application Deadline 
July 3 (Testing: 7/21) 
(Form 610 to: David R. Willemin, AI8M , 
331 Courtland St., Elyria, OH 44035) 


Burton, Mich. 


Tipp City, OH 


licensing report, there were 12,102 Amateur 


decrease of 18%. It is now taking about 3 


ASTRONAUT TONY ENGLAND, W@ORE.:: 


radio operator among the new crop of NASA 
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(Form 610 to: J. Speroni, AH#A, P.O. 
Box 119, Akasaka, Minatoku, Tokyo 107) 
July 29 (Testing: 8/26) 
(Form 610 to: Robin Rabidue, N&8EFC, 
G2368 N. Morrish Rd, Flushing, MI 48433 
July 28 (Testing: 8/25) 
(Form 610 to: Jean Milthaler, KD8HI, 240 
West Kerr, Tipp City, OH 45371. 


@The ARRL has named Richard K. Palm, 
KICE, to replace Hal Steinman, KIET, as 
League Membership Services Department Man- 
ager. The announcement was made Friday, 
June 22nd. Rick, previously Deputy Manager, 
was on hand here in Dallas last month at the 
recent West Gulf ARRL Convention. 


eAccording to the Private Radio Bureau's 


Radio licenses processed in May 1984, versus 
14,791 for the same month a year ago... a 


weeks to issue an amateur license once re- 
ceived in good order by the FCC's Gettysburg 
licensing facility. 


I had heard that we have an amateur 


astronauts. I called Astronaut Tony England, 
(WZORE) to determine if he knew who he 
was. Tony said he didn't. "They haven't come 
on board yet and I haven't read their bi- 
ographies, so I really don't know." I also 
asked England about the status of his upcom- 
ing mission. He said that a proposal was still 
before NASA authorities to carry Owen Gar- 
riott's 2-meter system with him, but that a 
decision had not yet been made. 


General Abrahamson, who made the 
decision to allow Owen to take a 2-meter rig 
with him, is no longer in charge. Tony said 
that "we want to put the antenna in the pay- 
load bay rather than against the overhead 
hatch window. We have to get permission to 
go through one of the RF _ feed-thru's." 
England noted that approval for his carrying 
amateur radio into space would probably come 
from Jesse Moore, the civilian NASA manager 
who replaced Abrahamson, or perhaps the 
NASA Public Affairs Director. 


It appeared for a while that the National 
Cable Television Association (NCTA) would 
work in harmony with the ARRL on a possible 
solution or policy statement but this turned 
out to be nothing more than a stalling tactic. 
The League then moved for expedited action 
on RM-4040 last year stating that the prob- 
lem was as acute now as it was in 1982. 


"It is time that the Commission took 
some action to eliminate this incompatibility 
by restricting use of amateur frequencies by 
those 'closed' system users who have demon- 
strated a marked inability to maintain system 
integrity," the League said in their action. 
"Such interference", it claimed, "is a direct 
result of cable TV systems using inadequate 
shielding, low-quality components, poor cable 
installation and inadequate maintenance." 


To help clarify the responsibilities of 
cable operators, the Commission pointed out 
that if signal leakage from a Cable TV system 
merely "breaks the squelch" of an Amateur 
receiver in the scanning mode, a_ violation 
does not exist unless it can be shown that the 
leakage levels exceed the limits specified in 
Section 76.605(a)(12) of the rules. 


"However, harmful interference clearly 
exists," the FCC wrote in their June 15th 
opinion, "if, for example, cable signal leakage 
interferes with a local Amateur radio repeat- 
er station and its users' communications. In 
such an instance, the cable operator is obliga- 
ted to use all his resources in cooperating 
with the Amateur radio operator to eliminate 


the interference, regardless of the leakage 


level." 


"Unless cable TV operators make diligent 
efforts to resolve interference, the Commis- 
sion will have no choice but to levy fines for 
violations." The FCC said that while cable TV 
operators are to be held responsible for harm- 
ful interference, "the relief sought by the 
ARRL is excessive" adding that "these ser- 
vices can coexist if they make a concerted 
effort to resolve interference problems." One 
cable operator had commented that the ARRL 
proposal was "a classic case of unjustified 


overkill." 


In apparent contradiction to an October 
1983 statement by the ARRL, the FCC noted 
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that since the petition had been filed, the 
National Cable Television Association and the 
League have made a commitment to such an 
effort thus further eliminating any need to 
prohibit cable TV operation on Amateur fre- 
quencies. 

(Unanimous action by FCC, June 15, 1984, by 


Memorandum Opinion & Order, FCC 84-283) 
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VEC INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM EF 


On June 2lst we received instructions 
and Amateur Radio Operator examination de- 
signs to be used in Element 3 (Tech/General), 
Element 4A (Advanced) and Element 4B (Extra 
Class) testing. Each set of questions consists 
of three different versions keyed to the 
known FCC question pool. 


ACCREDITING VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS 


I was instructed to make known that I 
am recruiting and accrediting volunteer exam- 
iners (VEs) nationwide, since my VEC duties 
extend to all thirteen areas. Only Extra Class 
amateurs will be certified as VEs. An applica- 
tion form is not necessary... To become a Vol- 
unteer Examiner you simply must write me a 
short note stating: 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class 
amateur radio operator and wish to be a Vol- 
unteer Examiner. I have never had my ama- 
teur station or operator license revoked or 
suspended.- I do not own a significant interest 
nor am an employee of any company or entity 
engaged in making, preparing or distributing 
amateur radio equipment or license prepara- 
tion materials. My age is at least 18 years 
old." 


Enclose a photocopy of your amateur li- 
cense and an accreditation card will be sent 
you at no cost providing you include an SASE. 
You will be assigned an ID number. (A certif- 
icate suitable for framing is available for 


$1.00 but it is not necessary that you have 
this to be a VE.) 


As soon as multiple choice testing ma- | 
terials are available in the commercial mar- 


ketplace, teams of three Volunteer Examiners 
may begin administering tests. There is no 


minimum size examination session. Examina- 
tlon sessions can be held for even one person 
anywhere. There is no registration deadline 
but six weeks notice must be given of your 
intention to give a ham exam since the local 
FCC District Field Office must be notified 30 
days in advance. You also must announce pub- 


licly that you are giving examinations. (I un- 
derstand that the notification requirements 


may be waived but at present they are in 
effect.) Instructions will be sent to you on 
how to give the examination and a unique 
identifier will be assigned to your testing ses- 
sion. 


Application forms (FCC Form 610 
December 1981 is the current version although 
any version dated August 1980 or later can be 
used) are available from local FCC offices. 
We also may have these available as soon as 
we can get them. The FCC is in the process 
of issuing a new Form 610 that corresponds to 
the needs of the new volunteer program. 


PROVIDING TEST MATERIALS.... 


Any credible commercially available test 


materials can be used for the test questions. 
We will advise Volunteer Examiners which 
questions from the test materials to admini- 
ster. We will also try to keep you advised as 
to which materials are available and where to 
purchase them. At this point we have been 
advised that AMECO, Bash and the ARRL 
will publish multiple choice questions and an- 
swers to the public but they are not yet 
available. 


The FCC has asked each VEC to evalu- 
ate the clarity and accuracy of all examina- 
tion questions and advise them of any that 
need to be revised or replaced according to 
this schedule: 


Element 2 (Novice) July | 
Element 3 (Tech/General) October 1 
Element 4A (Advanced) January | 
Element 4B (Extra Class) April 1 


Code test tapes are available now to 
volunteer examiners from Gordon West 


Drive, Costa Mesa, CA - 92626. Cost is $9.95 


(Extra Class) 20 WPM tape. 
_have to say a word with these tapes. 


You don't even 
All the 
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(WB6NOA), Radio School., Inc., 2414 College 


for either the (General Class) 13 WPM or the 
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instructions to applicants are there. Gordo 
also advises me that his tapes will no longer 
be available from Dick Bash and that you 
must be an Extra Class licensee to purchase 
them.) 


We will go into more on the VEC pro- 
gram in the next newsletter. In the meantime, 
Extra Class licensees should submit their 
request to be a Volunteer Examiner. 


oapeape 


COMPACTOR SILENCES CB _LINEARS.... 


Local newspapers and photographers in 
the Norfolk, Virginia, area had a field day 
June 11th as the FCC destroyed approximate- 
ly $12,000 worth of electronic devices that 
were used (or could be used) illegally in the 
CB Radio Service. The devices included doz- 
ens of CB linear amplifiers, transmitters and 
other associated equipment capable of running 
up to 300 watts that had been seized or for- 
feited to the FCC. 


Most of the illegal equipment was seized 
under various search warrants in a series of 
criminal prosecutions of amplifier dealers and 
users. Following pleas of guilty in federal 
courts to charges of sale and/or use of illegal 
amplifier equipment the defendants were or- 
dered to forfeit the seized property to the 
U.S. government. 


The destruction of the equipment was 
accomplished by crushing the entire lot into 
scrap metal at a local Norfolk recycling plant 
under the watchful eye of FCC engineers. 
The press was invited. Seizure of the illegal 
equipment has helped to reduce the wide- 
spread interference caused by such _ illegal 
devices. 


The Virginian-Pilot and Ledger-Star 
newspapers both ran major articles with pho- 


tographs on the CB equipment destruction. 
a> oape 


HAM_SLICES..-Amateur radio roundup 


@The FCC's Private Radio Bureau has 
completed action on expanding phone _spec- 


trum in the 10, 15 and 80 meter bands. It is 
now winding its way toward Commission ap- 
proval. The biggest problem is the FCC agen- 
da is crowded with so many Common Carrier 
matters the issue may go via the "circulation 
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process" rather than before the full Commis- . 


sion. The circulation process is a system 
whereby each Commissioner approves the 
action individually at their office rather than 
before an open meeting. 


@There is also a Petition for Reconsidera- 
tion in the power measurement matter that is 
up for Commission action. A group called 
SPAM - Society for the Promotion of Ampli- 
tude Modulation is concerned that the change 
in Amateur Radio Service transmitter power 
measurement has caused a de facto reduction 
in double side band power. 


@The FCC also denied an ARRL request 
to allow League employees on duty to operate 
amateur radio. Employees are permitted to 
broadcast code practice and bulletins during 
regular working hours but the paid staff con- 
tinues to be prohibited (per Part 97.112) 
from routine QSOs and the like while on the 
payroll. 


@According to Ray Kowalski, Chief of the 
FCC's Special Services Devision, the VEC 
Expense Reimbursement ruling is scheduled to 
be on a Commission agenda meeting sometime 
in July. The effective date of any allowed 
expense recoupment is not known at this time. 
There are also various Petitions for Consider- 
ation that will be dealt with at the same time 
suggesting several changes in the volunteer 
examining program. 


@A Third Party Agreement has _ been 
signed between the U.S. and Belize (prefix V3) 


allowing third party messages to be passed 
between the two countries effective June 
22nd. Belize was previously known as the 
Central American nation of British Honduras. 


eAmateurs that wish to take an Amateur 
Radio examination in the Cincinnati area 
should mail a completed Form 610 to: Frank 
G. Deak (AF4Y), 30 Misty Creek Drive, 
Erlanger, KY 41018, prior to June 30th. The 
actual testing to take place on July 28th will 
be coordinated by the Dayton Amateur Radio 
Association, the 8th call area VEC. Other 
scheduled examination sessions.... 
Place Application Deadline 
Wellington, Ohio July 3 (Testing: 7/21) 
(Form 610 to: David R. Willemin, AI8M , 
331 Courtland St., Elyria, OH 44035) 
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Tokyo, Japan July 28 (Testing: 8/25) 
(Form 610 to: J. Speroni, AH#A, P.O. 
Box 119, Akasaka, Minatoku, Tokyo 107) 

Burton, Mich. July 29 (Testing: 8/26) 
(Form 610 to: Robin Rabidue, N&8EFC, 
G2368 N. Morrish Rd, Flushing, MI 48433 

Tipp City, OH July 28 (Testing: 8/25) 
(Form 610 to: Jean Milthaler, KD8HI, 240 
West Kerr, Tipp City, OH 45371. 


@The ARRL has named Richard K. Palm, 
KICE, to replace Hal Steinman, KIET, as 
League Membership Services Department Man- 
ager. The announcement was made Friday, 
June 22nd. Rick, previously Deputy Manager, 
was on hand here in Dallas last month at the 
recent West Gulf ARRL Convention. 


@According to the Private Radio Bureau's 


licensing report, there were 12,102 Amateur 


Radio licenses processed in May 1984, versus 
14,791 for the same month a year ago... a 
decrease of 18%. It is now taking about 3 
weeks to issue an amateur license once re- 
ceived in good order by the FCC's Gettysburg 
licensing facility. 


CD eGDe 


ASTRONAUT TONY ENGLAND, W8ORE.:. 


I had heard that we have an amateur 


radio operator among the new crop of NASA 


astronauts. 1 called Astronaut Tony England, 
(WZORE) to determine if he knew who he 
was. Tony said he didn't. "They haven't come 
on board yet and I haven't read their bi- 
ographies, so I really don't know." I also 
asked England about the status of his upcom- 
ing mission. He said that a proposal was still 
before NASA authorities to carry Owen Gar- 
riott's 2-meter system with him, but that a 
decision had not yet been made. 


General Abrahamson, who made_ the 
decision to allow Owen to take a 2-meter rig 
with him, is no longer in charge. Tony said 
that "we want to put the antenna in the pay- 
load bay rather than against the overhead 
hatch window. We have to get permission to 
go through one of the RF _ feed-thru's." 
England noted that approval for his carrying 
amateur radio into space would probably come 
from Jesse Moore, the civilian NASA manager 
who replaced Abrahamson, or perhaps the 
NASA Public Affairs Director. 


minimum size examination session. Examina- 
tion sessions can be held for even one person 
anywhere. There is no registration deadline 
but six weeks notice must be given of your 
intention to give a ham exam since the local 
FCC District Field Office must be notified 30 
days in advance. You also must announce pub- 


licly that you are giving examinations. (I un- 
derstand that the notification requirements 


may be waived but at present they are in 
effect.) Instructions will be sent to you on 
how to give the examination and a unique 
identifier will be assigned to your testing ses- 
sion. 


Application forms (FCC Form 610 
December 1981 is the current version although 
any version dated August 1980 or later can be 
used) are available from local FCC offices. 
We also may have these available as soon as 
we can get them. The FCC is in the process 
of issuing a new Form 610 that corresponds to 

the needs of the new volunteer program. 


PROVIDING TEST MATERIALS.... 


Any credible commercially available test 


materials can be used for the test questions. 
We will advise Volunteer Examiners which 
questions from the test materials to admini- 
ster. We will also try to keep you advised as 
to which materials are available and where to 
purchase them. At this point we have been 
advised that AMECO, Bash and the ARRL 
will publish multiple choice questions and an- 
swers to the public but they are not yet 
available. 


The FCC has asked each VEC to evalu- 
ate the clarity and accuracy of all examina- 
tion questions and advise them of any that 
need to be revised or replaced according to 
this schedule: 


Element 2 (Novice) July | 
Element 3 (Tech/General) October 1 
Element 4A (Advanced) January | 
Element 4B (Extra Class) April 1 


Code test tapes are available now to 
volunteer examiners from Gordon West 


(WB6NOA), Radio School., Inc., 2414 College 


_Drive, Costa Mesa, CA - 92626. Cost is $9.95 
for either the (General Class) 13 WPM or the 
(Extra Class) 20 WPM tape. You don't even 
have to say a word with these tapes. All the 
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instructions to applicants are there. Gordo 
also advises me that his tapes will no longer 
be available from Dick Bash and that you 
must be an Extra Class licensee to purchase 
them.) 


We will go into more on the VEC pro- 
gram in the next newsletter. In the meantime, 
Extra Class licensees should submit their 
request to be a Volunteer Examiner. 


0D eae 


COMPACTOR_SILENCES CB _LINEARS.... 


Local newspapers and photographers in 
the Norfolk, Virginia, area had a field day 
June llth as the FCC destroyed approximate- 
ly $12,000 worth of electronic devices that 
were used (or could be used) illegally in the 
CB Radio Service. The devices included doz- 
ens of CB linear amplifiers, transmitters and 
other associated equipment capable of running 
up to 300 watts that had been seized or for- 
feited to the FCC. 


Most of the illegal equipment was seized 
under various search warrants in a series of 
criminal prosecutions of amplifier dealers and 
users. Following pleas of guilty in federal 
courts to charges of sale and/or use of illegal 
amplifier equipment the defendants were or- 
dered to forfeit the seized property to the 
U.S. government. 


The destruction of the equipment was 
accomplished by crushing the entire lot into 
scrap metal at a local Norfolk recycling plant 
under the watchful eye of FCC engineers. 
The press was invited. Seizure of the illegal 
equipment has helped to reduce the wide- 
spread interference caused by such _ illegal 
devices. 


The Virginian-Pilot and Ledger-Star 


newspapers both ran major articles with pho- 


tographs on the CB equipment destruction. 
¢apoape 


HAM _SLICES...Amateur_ radio roundup 


@The FCC's Private Radio Bureau has 
completed action on expanding phone spec- 


trum in the 10, 15 and 80 meter bands. It is 
now winding its way toward Commission ap- 
proval. The biggest problem is the FCC agen- 
da _is crowded with so many Common Carrier 
matters the issue may go via the "circulation 
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choice answers in the interest of test stan- 
dardization due to their concern that some of 
the questions have more than one right an- 
swer. Sumner confirmed that the League will 
be coordinating ham examinations using their 
published questions and known multiple choice 
answers. He strongly felt that the FCC should 
have done this. 


Thus taking future amateur radio opera- 
tor tests will be similar to passing the written 
portion of a state's automobile driving exami- 
nation where you simply review the questions 
and answers in an available booklet and an- 
swer those specified by the examiner. 


In response to my question as to whether 
the League would be coordinating examina- 
tions using other than ARRL published license 
preparation materials, Dave said, "Let's put it 
this way, we will use the best available ma- 
terial. We will be supplying the questions to 
the Volunteer Examiners." 


Sumner also said he was concerned that 
the Commission was not screening VEC appli- 
cants - instead pretty much electing to ap- 
point anyone that volunteers. At least one 
VEC is in the process of being discredited. 
VEC Region IV, Inc. (Knoxville, Tennessee) 
has failed to return their signed Memorandum 
of Agreement. The Commission has given them 
five days to respond otherwise their VEC 
appointment will be cancelled. (Actually it 
appears they never were a VEC since in order 
to be one you must enter into an agreement 
with the FCC.) Sumner also said he felt that 
the FCC erred in releasing names of VECs 
before the MOA is signed. 


I asked Dave about reports from other 
VECs that there has been a lack of support in 
their attempt to coordinate examinations. "I 
think the problem has been that people have 
been looking for more support than we have 
been able to provide at a given time. We have 
always intended to cooperate, but we can't 
devote resources to getting others up and 
running. I think what they are sensing is not a 
lack of cooperation but rather a desire on our 
part to keep our eye on our ultimate objec- 
tive which is to have a program that will 
serve all of amateur radio in all thirteen re- 
gions. We are under a lot of strain to have 
everything ready by the September first start- 
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up date." 


About failure to release names of ARRL 
volunteer examiners... "It is true that we will 
not release the names of the people who have 
volunteered for the ARRL program directly to 
other VECs." I was told, however, that the 
West Gulf ARRL Director, Ray Wangler, 
W5EDZ, would be contacting existing League 
PVEs and telling them to contact the Dallas 
Amateur Radio Club (the 5th call district 
VEC) if they wanted to participate in the vol- 
unteer examining program before the ARRL 
was ready. "This position is entirely appro- 
priate and a model for others...." Dave said. A 
PVE (a new term to me) is a Potential Volun- 
teer Examiner. 


About reimbursement of testing expen- 
ses.... "I don't expect any surprises (from the 
FCC). I think the Commission will adopt the 
rules pretty much along the lines they pro- 
posed." Sumner stated he feels the FCC will 
leave apportionment of out-of-pocket expen- 
ses up to the individual VEC. "Our plan at 
this point is that we will operate in a way 
that will minimize the expense of Volunteer 
Examiners. They won't have any direct out- 
of-pocket expenses. We will pick up all of the 
printing, postage and related expenses." 


League VEs will not be compensated. It 
also appears that the League will charge the 


full $4.00 fee allowed by the Legislation. "We 
are not going to compute the cost of the pro- 
gram on an individual test session basis. At 
this point, we believe the cost of administer- 
ing the program will be at least four dollars." 
Dave said that VEs will be required to submit 
a check to give the examinations when they 
submit applications (Form 610s) to give tests. 
",,.just like it was done in the old days when 
the FCC had a license fee." The checks will 
be payable to the ARRL. 


CABLE TV TO REMAIN ON HAM SPECTRUM 


The Commission has denied a_ League 
petition to eject cable television (CATV) from 
Amateur Radio frequencies - particularly ca- 
ble channel "E" which interferes with 2-meter 
amateur operation. It took some two and a 
half years to get an FCC ruling on the mea- 
sure submitted by the ARRL in January of 
19 82. 
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process" rather than before the full Commis- . 


sion. The circulation process is a system 
whereby each Commissioner approves. the 
action individually at their office rather than 
before an open meeting. 


@There is also a Petition for Reconsidera- 


tion in the power measurement matter that is 


up for Commission action. A group called 
SPAM - Society for the Promotion of Ampli- 
tude Modulation is concerned that the change 
in Amateur Radio Service transmitter power 
measurement has caused a de facto reduction 
in double side band power. 


@®The FCC also denied an ARRL request 
to allow League employees on duty to operate 
amateur radio. Employees are permitted to 
broadcast code practice and bulletins during 
regular working hours but the paid staff con- 
tinues to be prohibited (per Part 97.112) 
from routine QSOs and the like while on the 
payroll. 


@According to Ray Kowalski, Chief of the 
FCC's Special Services Devision, the VEC 


Expense Reimbursement ruling is scheduled to 


be on a Commission agenda meeting sometime 
in July. The effective date of any allowed 
expense recoupment is not known at this time. 
There are also various Petitions for Consider- 


ation that will be dealt with at the same time 


suggesting several changes in the volunteer 
examining program. 


@A Third Party Agreement has _ been 
signed between the U.S. and Belize (prefix V3) 


allowing third party messages to be passed 
between the two countries effective June 
22nd. Belize was previously known as the 
Central American nation of British Honduras. 


eAmateurs that wish to take an Amateur 
Radio examination in the Cincinnati area 
should mail a completed Form 610 to: Frank 
G. Deak (AF4Y), 30 Misty Creek Drive, 
Erlanger, KY 41018, prior to June 30th. The 
actual testing to take place on July 28th will 


be coordinated by the Dayton Amateur Radio 


Association, the 8th call area VEC. Other 


scheduled examination sessions.... 

Place Application Deadline 
July 3 (Testing: 7/21) 
(Form 610 to: David R. Willemin, AI8M, 
331 Courtland St., Elyria, OH 44035) 
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Tokyo, Japan July 28 (Testing: 8/25) ~ 
(Form 610 to: J. Speroni, AHA, P.O. 
Box 119, Akasaka, Minatoku, Tokyo 107) 

Burton, Mich. July 29 (Testing: 8/26) 
(Form 610 to: Robin Rabidue, N&EFC, 
G2368 N. Morrish Rd, Flushing, MI 48433 

Tipp City, OH July 28 (Testing: 8/25) 
(Form 610 to: Jean Milthaler, KD8HI, 240 
West Kerr, Tipp City, OH 45371. 


@The ARRL has named Richard K. Palm, 
KICE, to replace Hal Steinman, KIET, as 
League Membership Services Department Man- 
ager. The announcement was made Friday, 
June 22nd. Rick, previously Deputy Manager, 
was on hand here in Dallas last month at the 
recent West Gulf ARRL Convention. 


eAccording to the Private Radio Bureau's 


licensing report, there were 12,102 Amateur 


Radio licenses processed in May 1984, versus 
14,791 for the same month a year ago... a 
decrease of 18%. It is now taking about 3 
weeks to issue an amateur. license once re- 
ceived in good order by the FCC's Gettysburg 
licensing facility. 


(OED DO 


ASTRONAUT TONY ENGLAND, WZORE x: 


I had heard that we have an amateur 
radio operator among the new crop of NASA 
astronauts. I called Astronaut Tony England, 
(WZORE) to determine if he knew who he 
was. Tony said he didn't. "They haven't come 
on board yet and I haven't read their bi- 
ographies, so I really don't know." I also 
asked England about the status of his upcom- 
ing mission. He said that a proposal! was still 
before NASA authorities to carry Owen Gar- 
riott's 2-meter system with him, but that a 
decision had not yet been made. 


General Abrahamson, who made_ the 
decision to allow Owen to take a 2-meter rig 
with him, is no longer _in charge. Tony said 
that "we want to put the antenna in the pay- 
load bay rather than against the overhead 
hatch window. We have to get permission to 
go through one of the RF _ feed-thru's." 
England noted that approval for his carrying 
amateur radio into space would probably come 
from Jesse Moore, the civilian NASA manager 
who replaced Abrahamson, or perhaps the 
NASA Public Affairs Director. 


The flight is scheduled to take place the 
17th of April, 1985, and will be called Space- 
Lab II. "That shouldn't be confused with 
SpaceLab III which flies before SpaceLab II. 
Our flight has been delayed because of some 
experiment development problems," he said. 
Tony ended the conversation with a little 
mystery by saying "There is another amateur 
aspect you'd be interested in about our mis- 
sion but I can't talk about it until NASA 
approves it." He wouldn't elaborate. 


cap oape 


NEW NASA HAM ASTRONAUT NAMED... 


1 finally reached AMSAT's Vern Ripor- 
tella, WA2LQQ, who confirmed that the new 
ham astronaut is Ronald A. Parise, WA4SIR 
an Advanced Class amateur from Silver 
Spring, Maryland. Vern said he interviewed 
Ron just last Thursday and put together the 
following background report. 


Dr. Ron Parise, 33, WA4SIR, a profes- 
sional scientist was notified on the 11th of 
June that he had been selected to be a NASA 
payload specialist. An astronomer with a PHd 
from the University of Florida, Parise applied 
for astronaut status in September 1983. He 
will be in training for missions to be flown 
during 198. Parise says that his contract 
calls for three firm flights. He will fly in two 
and be a back-up for a third. 


His present residence is Silver Spring, 
Maryland. He and his wife, Cecilia, have one 
son and is expecting another child soon. A 
licensed amateur since 1962, he has held 
calls, WN&8JBR, WAS8MHD and his present 
WA4SIR. Ron is a native of Warren, Ohio and 
works under contract to NASA at the Goddard 
Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, Maryland. 


Parise was selected as an astronaut due 
to being intimately involved in the design of 
three experiments to be employed during the 
upcoming missions. The experiments have to 
do with "ultra-violet observation of steller 
sources." 


Parise says he is anxious to see what 
proposals can be developed to include amateur 
radio aboard his space shuttle mission. He will 
be working with the team that put the W5LFL 
and WORE proposals together. 
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Tentatively he will be involved in mis- 
sion 61F, March 198, the "Astro 1" mission; 
November 19%, "Astro 2" and July 1987, 
"Astro 3". Ron is an active AMSAT member 
and has lectured on UOSAT-OSCAR 9. 


oapeoape 


FCC AND_OTHER REGULATORY NEWS... 


e@The FCC has decided that it is O.K. for 
local businesses to go into the coin operated 
telephone business! It won't be long before 
bars, restaurants, service stations and the like 
will be reselling local or long distance tele- 
phone service! Some states won't allow it, 
however, citing such activity would be detri- 
mental to local telephone companies. 


eDocket 80-90 is causing quite a stir 
within the AM broadcast community! The FCC 
has issued a Notice of Inquiry requesting com-- 
ments on how the WARC 1979 additional AM 
broadcast band authorized at 1605-1705 kHz 
band should be developed. FCC is considering 
variable power limits to new AM_ stations 
since the higher frequency brings with it 
poorer broadcast propagation characteristics. 


@Home owners can now install and own 
their own inside telephone wiring for up to 
two phone lines. The FCC said all wire lead- 
ing from customer's telephones to an outside 
"protector" is their responsibility although 
homeowners can have the telephone company 
wire their homes if they so elect. 


eDid you know that the Commission has 
authorized frequencies for wildlife tracking? 
Apparently from a forestry conservation 
standpoint, it is important to know the where- 
abouts and habits of wild animals! Several 
bands were authorized at 31, 44, 151 and 159 
MHz for non-voice modulation animal tracking 
and telemetry. 


eLow power Spread Spectrum technology 
has been proposed by the FCC in the Police 
Radio Service for licensed law enforcement 
personnel only using frequencies above 70 
MHz. At present only the government and a 
few non-government facilities use the tech- 
nolgy. The Commission said there is little 
potential for interference and spread spec- 
trum could allow private communications for 
conducting covert activities. Comments are 
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due by September 14, 1984. Special authoriza- 
tion was given to AMRAD, the Amateur Radio 
Research and Development Corporation, some 
time ago to conduct spread spectrum experi- 
ments in 50-54, 144-148 and 220-225 MHz ham 
bands. 


@On June 15th the U.S. Senate confirmed 
FCC Commissioner James H Quello's nomina- 
tion for a new seven year term expiring June 
S051 Quello, who is 70 years old now, has 
been FCC Commissioner for the past ten 
years. Like the majority of the Commission, 


he said he supported the competitive _market- 
overnment regulation. 


lace over 


@Business band user groups are opposed to 
the Commission's proposal to eliminate the 
restrictions on permissible types of transmis- 


sions allowed in the Land Mobile Service. 


They are particularly concerned about advert- 
ising and personal communications taking up 
valuable air time on the limited spectrum. 


elt appears that Congressional considera- 
tion of home videotaping legislation is over 
for this year. Rep. Kastenmeier (D, WI) said 
he was dropping his subcommittee's considera- 
tion of measures that could have led to royal- 
ty payments and higher cost VCRs and re- 
cording tape. 


e@Over-the-air broadcasters are up in arms 
over an FCC decision to allow marketing of 
two-channel television sets. They contend it 
violates the oat Receiver Act of 
1962. The Commission voted 3-2 to allow mar- 
keting of a Japanese TV receiver which re- 
ceives only channel 3 and 4. It is designed to 
receive all channels of a cable system using a 
converter. Since it doesn't have the capability 
to hook into an antenna, the FCC said it 
wasn't really a broadcast television set and 
therefore not subject to the All-Channel 
Receiver rules! 


eTraveler's Information Service, the 
2-watt road information AM public broadcast 
service at 530 and 1600 kHz, may be getting 
commercial advertising. An equipment manu- 
facturer has petitioned the FCC to allow pre- 
recorded messages from gasoline, food and 
hotel firms operating within the transmission 
reception area. Comments close June 30th. 
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America's AM broadcasters are wonder- 
ing which frequencies will be rendered useless 
by Cuba's Fidel Castro. While U.S. AM radio 
stations are limited by the FCC to 50,000 
watts, Cuba has a couple of "big guns" 
(500,000 watters) ready to begin operating 
once the Voice of America's "Radio Marti" 
begins broadcasting uncensored information 
about Cuba to its citizens from Key West, 
Florida. 


The purpose of "Marti" is to break the 
Cuban government's monopoly on Cuban news 
in that country. The broadcasts are part of 
the adminisration's controversial Latin Ameri- 
can policy. It may break some U.S. AM sta- 
tions at the same time. 


The VOA's "Cuba Service" debut on 1040 
kHz isn't long off... probably within the next 
90 days. Congress has authorized $5 million in 
compensation to U.S. radio stations that fall 
victim to Cuban interference. The pool is not 
nearly large enough. The NAB says the overall 
costs could run to $50 or $60 million annually. 
They want the U.S. government to negotiate 
with the Cubans to reduce potential damage 
to AM broadcasters. 


Last month President Reagan nominated 
a Cuban-American businessman, Jorge L. Mas, 
as "Radio Marti's" chairman. If Castro doesn't 
like what he hears from Marti, expect that he 
will blow a couple of holes in the AM broad- 
cast band. We'll have interference like you 
couldn't imagine possible! Havana will be 
heard all over the United States with some 
250 AM radio stations affected. 


op oape 


IN-HOME MOVIE DELIVERY CLOSED DOWN 


ABC will close down their "TeleFirst" 
venture - a late night direct to VCR movie 
recording service - on June 30th. It cost them 
$15 million in the last six months to find out 
that consumers preferred to rent videocas- 
sette movies rather than automatically down- 
load them while they slept. ABC's Chicago 
test indicated that Telefirst's main reasons 
for existence - low price and convenience - 
disappeared when VCR _ rental operations 
appeared everywhere and prices dropped dras- 


tically.... some to as low as 99 cents! 


The flight is scheduled to take place the 
17th of April, 1985, and will be called Space- 
Lab II. "That shouldn't be confused with 
SpaceLab III which flies before SpaceLab Il. 
Our flight has been delayed because of some 
experiment development problems," he said. 
Tony ended the conversation with a little 
mystery by saying "There is another amateur 
aspect you'd be interested in about our mis- 
sion but I can't talk about it until NASA 
approves it." He wouldn't elaborate. 
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NEW NASA HAM _ASTRONAUT_NAMED.... 


I finally reached AMSAT's Vern Ripor- 
tella, WA2LQQ, who confirmed that the new 
ham astronaut is Ronald A. Parise, WA4SIR 
an Advanced Class amateur from Silver 
Spring, Maryland. Vern said he interviewed 
Ron just last Thursday and put together the 
following background report. 


Dr. Ron Parise, 33, WA4SIR, a profes- 
sional scientist was notified on the 11th of 
June that he had been selected to be a NASA 
payload specialist. An astronomer with a PHd 
from the University of Florida, Parise applied 
for astronaut status in September 1983. He 
will be in training for missions to be flown 
during 198. Parise says that his contract 
calls for three firm flights. He will fly in two 
| and be a back-up for a third. 


His present residence is Silver Spring, 
Maryland. He and his wife, Cecilia, have one 
son and is expecting another child soon. A 
licensed amateur since 1962, he has held 
calls, WN&JBR, WA8MHD and his present 
WA4SIR. Ron is a native of Warren, Ohio and 
works under contract to NASA at the Goddard 
Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, Maryland. 


Parise was selected as an astronaut due 
to being intimately involved in the design of 
three experiments to be employed during the 
upcoming missions. The experiments have to 
do with "ultra-violet observation of steller 
sources." 


Parise says he is anxious to see what 
proposals can be developed to include amateur 
radio aboard his space shuttle mission. He will 
be working with the team that put the W5LFL 
and W#ORE proposals together. 
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Tentatively he will be involved in mis- 
sion 61F, March 198, the "Astro 1" mission; 
November 19%, "Astro 2" and July 1987, 
"Astro 3". Ron is an active AMSAT member 
and has lectured on UOSAT-OSCAR 9. 
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FCC AND OTHER REGULATORY _NEWS.... 


e@The FCC has decided that it is O.K. for 
local businesses to go into the coin operated 
telephone business! It won't be long before 
bars, restaurants, service stations and the like 
will be reselling local or long distance tele- 
phone service! Some states won't allow it, 
however, citing such activity would be detri- 
mental to local telephone companies. 


@Docket 80-90 is causing quite a stir 
within the AM broadcast community! The FCC 
has issued a Notice of Inquiry requesting com-. 
ments on how the WARC 1979 additional AM 
broadcast band authorized at 1605-1705 kHz 
band should be developed. FCC is considering 
variable power limits to new AM_ stations 
since the higher frequency brings with it 
poorer broadcast propagation characteristics. 


@Home owners can now install and own 
their own inside telephone wiring for up to 
two phone lines. The FCC said all wire lead- 
ing from customer's telephones to an outside 
"protector" is their responsibility although 
homeowners can have the telephone company 
wire their homes if they so elect. 


e@Did you know that the Commission has 
authorized frequencies for wildlife tracking? 
Apparently from a forestry conservation 
standpoint, it is important to know the where- 
abouts and habits of wild animals! Several 
bands were authorized at 31, 44, 151 and 159 
MHz for non-voice modulation animal tracking 
and telemetry. 


e@Low power Spread Spectrum technology 
has been proposed by the FCC in the Police 
Radio Service for licensed law enforcement 
personnel only using frequencies above 70 
MHz. At present only the government and a 
few non-government facilities use the tech- 
nolgy. The Commission said there is little 
potential for interference and spread spec- 
trum could allow private communications for 
conducting covert activities. Comments are 


more than one right answer to many of the 
FCC's questions and I would prefer that all 
testing entities have the same correct answer. 


There is also a provision in the FOIA for 
a waiver or reduction of the search/copying 
fees when "furnishing the information can be 
considered as primarily benefiting the general 
public." Since the FCC has been having diffi- 
culty with their program to release the test- 
ing burden from their Field Operations Bureau 
to save taxpayers the cost of amateur opera- 
tor testing (estimated at $7.26 per test) there 
is no question that expeditious transfer of 
testing from the government to the private 
sector is in the public interest. I asked the 
FCC to consider this when assessing search/- 
copying fees. 


I also told the FCC in my FOIA request 
that I would not be publishing the material 
received myself. Instead I would be turning 
over the answers to the various amateur radio 
operator test pool questions to known pub- 
lishers, educators and VECs to be used in 
publishing license preparation manuals and 
(particularly) testing materials. 


The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) written tests that pilots (and other 
allied people) must take have questions and 
answers that are known and _commerically 
published. I see no reason why FCC amateur 
operator tests can not work in the same man- 
ner. Certainly operating a radio isn't as diffi- 
cult as flying an airplane. The FCC is already 
on record as stating that anyone that can 
memorize the answers to 500 different ques- 
tions would probably have the degree of skill 
needed to be an amateur radio operator. 


CONFLICT OF INTEREST PROVISIONS.... 


I have received a number of inquiries 
questioning how could the FCC appoint The 
W5YI Report as a VEC - in view of the fact 
that I publish this newsletter and said in my 
proposal that I might distribute license prepa- 
ration material in the future. The answer to 
that lies in the final rules issued on "The Use 
of Volunteers to Prepare and Administer Ope- 
rator Examinations in the Amateur Radio Ser- 
vice," PR Docket 83-27. It was published in 
the Federal Register on October 6, 1983, 
pages 45652 through 45661 if you want to 
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read it at your local library. 


Basically, the FCC said that they will 
accept the VEC services of those with pub- 
lishing interests "upon a persuasive showing 
that preventative measures have been taken 
to preclude a possible conflict of interest." 
The FCC said such measures could include, 
but need not be limited to: 

(1.) creation of a subsidiary... to act as a 
VEC... 

(2.) strict prohibition of "cross-line" communi- 
cations, i.e. publishing and VEC employees 
have no contact with one another... (the 
ARRL said they would build a "chinese wall" 
between the two.) 

(3.) creation of separate management lines to 
assure maximum distance between publishing 
interests and VEC operations. 


My proposal! provided for coordination of 
examinations using any widely available cred- 
ible license preparation and testing materials 
available in the commercial marketplace... i.e. 
purchased at local bookstores, via mail order 
or at hamfests. I said I would not be publish- 
ing license preparation materials myself al- 
though I might have them available for pur- 
chase. No one will be required to purchase 
them from me or anyone else. 
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ARRL EMPLOYEES SEEK TO ORGANIZE.... 


Rumors are rampant that the ARRL 
headquarters personnel are in the process of 
organizing. Supposedly what got it all started 
was the Director's decision to reduce em- 
ployee benefits... specifically, taking away 
the 4-day work week. Staffers were working 4 
ten hours days rather than 5 at eight hours. 
They considered the three day weekend an 
important benefit. I heard that sixty-seven 
(out of perhaps ninety-five) non-management 
League employees signed a letter-of-intent to 
unionize - about 75% A lawyer has been 
hired and a group formed called the ARRL 


Employees Council. 


The group is not affiliated with any 
known union instead electing to be a separate 
company bargaining unit. It was reported to 
me that the attorney sent a letter to the 
General Manager, Dave Sumner (K1ZZ) who 
refused to recognize the group until there 
was an official election. There have been 


Want the FCC Question Pool? 


due by September 14, 1984. Special authoriza- 
tion was given to AMRAD, the Amateur Radio 
Research and Development Corporation, some 
time ago to conduct spread spectrum experi- 
ments in 50-54, 144-148 and 220-225 MHz ham 
bands. 
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@On June 15th the U.S. Senate confirmed 
FCC Commissioner James H Quello's nomina- 
tion for a new seven year term expiring June 


305-1 . Quello, who is 70 years old now, has 
been an FCC Commissioner for the past ten 
years. Like the majority of the Commission, 


.) Cost: $2.50 postpaid from: 


500 Tech/General 
THE W5YI REPORT - P.O. Box 10101 - Dallas, TX 75207 


he said he supported the competitive market- 
lace over government regulation. 


@Business band user groups are opposed to 
the Commission's proposal to eliminate the 
restrictions on permissible types of transmis- 
sions allowed in the Land Mobile Service. 
They are particularly concerned about advert- 
ising and personal communications taking up 
valuable air time on the limited spectrum. 


elt appears that Congressional considera- 
tion of home videotaping legislation is over 
for this year. Rep. Kastenmeier (D, WI) said 
i he was dropping his subcommittee's considera- 
tion of measures that could have led to royal- 
ty payments and higher cost VCRs and re- 
cording tape. 


Contains the FCC Study Guide and all 1600 actual test questions for all 


ham classes (including 200 Novice, 
400 Extra-Class verbatim questions 


e@Over-the-air broadcasters are up in arms 
over an FCC decision to allow marketing of 
two-channel television sets. They contend it 
violates the All-Channel Receiver Act of 
1962. The Commission voted 3-2 to allow mar- 
keting of a Japanese TV receiver which re- 
ceives only channel 3 and 4. It is designed to 
receive all channels of a cable system using a 
converter. Since it doesn't have the capability 
to hook into an antenna, the FCC said it 
wasn't really a broadcast television set and 
therefore not subject to the All-Channel 
Receiver rules! 


eTraveler's Information Service, the 
2-watt road information AM public broadcast 
service at 530 and 1600 kHz, may be getting 
commercial advertising. An equipment manu- 
facturer has petitioned the FCC to allow pre- 
recorded messages from gasoline, food and 
hotel firms operating within the transmission 
reception area. Comments close June 30th. 
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America's AM broadcasters are wonder- 
ing which frequencies will be rendered useless 
by Cuba's Fidel Castro. While U.S. AM radio 
stations are limited by the FCC to 50,000 
watts, Cuba has a couple of “big guns" 
(500,000 watters) ready to begin operating 
once the Voice of America's "Radio Marti" 
begins broadcasting uncensored information 
about Cuba to its citizens from Key West, 
Florida. 


The purpose of "Marti" is to break the 
Cuban government's monopoly on Cuban news 
in that country. The broadcasts are part of 
the adminisration's controversial Latin Ameri- 
can policy. It may break some U.S. AM sta- 
tions at the same time. 


The VOA's "Cuba Service" debut on 1040 
kHz isn't long off... probably within the next 
90 days. Congress has authorized $5 million in 
compensation to U.S. radio~stations that fall 
victim to Cuban interference. The pool is not 
nearly large enough. The NAB says the overall 
costs could run to $50 or $60 million annually. 
They want the U.S. government to negotiate 
with the Cubans to reduce potential damage 
to AM broadcasters. 


Last month President Reagan nominated 
a Cuban-American businessman, Jorge L. Mas, 
as "Radio Marti's" chairman. If Castro doesn't 
like what he hears from Marti, expect that he 
will blow a couple of holes in the AM broad- 
cast band. We'll have interference like you 
couldn't imagine possible! Havana will be 
heard all over the United States with some 
250 AM radio stations affected. 


cap + ape 


IN-HOME MOVIE DELIVERY CLOSED DOWN 


ABC will close down their "TeleFirst" 
venture - a late night direct to VCR movie 
recording service - on June 30th. It cost them 
$15 million in the last six months to find out 
that consumers preferred to rent videocas- 
sette movies rather than automatically down- 
load them while they slept. ABC's Chicago 
test indicated that Telefirst's main reasons 
for existence - low price and convenience - 
disappeared when VCR _ rental operations 
appeared everywhere and prices dropped dras- 
tically.... some to as low as 99 cents! 
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NEW WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS.... 


A new communications technology that 
allows voice, data and video to be transmitted 
without wires or switches is being tested by a 


New York start-up firm called BroadCom, Inc. 


Its president, Elliot Gruenberg, invented the 
concept that allows telecommunications hard- 
ware to electronically communicate with a 
small interactive  retro-directive antenna 
device installed in office ceilings while he 
was working at IBM. They gave him royalty- 
free access to his patent. 


Called "Synapz", it can be used for wire- 
less telephone and data terminals and even 
has an application in the emerging cellular 
radio field where developers claim it could 
increase capacity 100-fold! "Synapz" technol- 
ogy will also handle up to 50 interactive tele- 
vision channels at a cost of only 5% of a 
wired cable network. 


ap cape 


AT&T & IBM-PCs SET TO COMPETE.... 


The big news this week will probably be 
that AT&T has finally thrown its hat in the 
personal computing ring. My sources say Tues- 
day, June 26th is the big day. AT&T isn't 
talking but they have scheduled a nationwide 
teleconference for that day. 


I understand that the AT&T low-end 
computer (currently code-named "Safari") is 
actually a version of the Olivetti-built M-24 
which uses an 808&-based CPU... faster than 
the microprocessor used by IBM. AT&T owns 
a 25% stake in the Italian firm. Supposedly it 
will be IBM-compatible and run the MS-DOS 
operating system. Another UNIX version will 
follow shortly. 


The "Safari" will be priced below the 
IBM-PC - or at least it was supposed to have 
been. In anticipation, IBM has dealt the "plug 
compatibles" a crushing blow by reducing 
their PC prices up to 25%. (IBM stock reacted 
by nose-diving.) Firms (such as Compaq) that 
have been successful at offering IBM capabil- 
ity at less cost may find that they no longer 
can. Houston-based Compaq Computer is the 


first firm ever to rack up $100 million sales 
volume in their first year of pesos 


AT&T won't reveal their PC_ pricin 
until the last minute, but it is believed it wil 
be in the $2,500 category. It is quickly get- 
ting to the point I predicted some time ago 
when IBM, AT&T and Apple will more or less 
own the microcomputing market. Apple says 
they are insulated from the IBM/AT&T battle 
since they aren't IBM compatible. Everyone 
else is concerned. 


Insiders say, however, that the Tari 
ing strategy was not only aimed at th ork- 
alikes" but at AT&T as well. Marketing can 
be a nasty business. I have been told that 
AT&T is ready to ship hundreds of thousands 
of their new PC line and already has agree- 
ments with nearly all of the nations leading 
computer outlets - including Sears & Roebuck. 


Many thought that AT&T would bring 
out their own internally designed 32-bit Bell 
Labs small computer but this has been delayed 
for a few months more. It is still coming, 
however... probably by year-end. 


SB eae 


IBM_ GOOFS" - PCijr, A DISMAL FAILURE.... 


Those who thought that Big Blue could 
walk on water - take heart. They can't. Their 


IBM-PCjr is a major disaster area. IBM's 


"general business practice" explanation for 
their recent price reduction just wasn't true. 
The old adage, like father like son didn't hold 
up. Junior continues to be an under-achiever - 
(sitting on dealer's shelves) while sales of 
Apple MacIntoshes and Ile's ar ring. 


IBM is granting PCjr dealers "financial 
relief" in the form of delayed payment. Key- 
board, speed and memory enhancements are in 
the works. A campaign to add to the available 
third-party software inventory is also under- 
way. Bottom line. Don't buy Junior... at least 
not yet. ee 

@®POST OFFICE KILLS ELECTRONIC MAIL 
In an apparent admission that they should 
stick to manual delivery of the mail, the 
Postal Service is terminating E-COM. Faced 
with a rate hike (to 49 cents versus 26 cents 
now) the USPS decided E-COM wouldn't be 
competitive and scrapped the project. MCI is 
interested in acquiring their equipment. 


